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  We are securing an expert evaluation of the structure from a struc-

tural engineer in preparation for applying to place the house on the State 

Register of Historic Places.   We have been fortunate to have time and 

services donated to this cause, and a number of interested and con-

cerned citizens have generously donated to our fund.  We petitioned 

our town officials to assist in the funding of this project but have been 

told there is no money available.  

This newsletter is our way of providing you with an opportunity to help 

save this historic structure, one that Rachel Carley, our noted architec-

tural historian, has described as òan historic gemó.  Please join us in this 

crucial endeavor to rescue a building vital to the historic character of 

our town.  Our Historical Society is a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt non-profit 

corporation, so donations  (made out to the Middlebury Historical Soci-

ety) with a notation òSave Historic Middleburyó are fully deductible as 

provided by law. 

Thank you for your concern and generosity, 

Sincerely, 

Robert L. Rafford, President 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo top left, Nichols Road House.  Photo above, barns at Nichols 

Road House, sadly no longer standing. 
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Dear members and friends, 

Your Historical Society has been very active for the past few months 

doing everything possible to develop a plan to rescue the historic 

homestead on Nichols Road.  We formed Save Historic Middlebury as a 

subcommittee to do this, and we are busyé 

¶ researching land transactions for over 200 years as the house 

was lovingly handed down to four families 

¶ Compiling a complete genealogical profile of those four families 

¶ Studying the history of its transition from a private residence to 

a town owned property  

¶ Partnering and collaborating with local and state agencies to 

discover the best financial plan for its future 

¶ Reaching out to the wider community to pull together our fi-

nancial and intellectual resources 

 Our first task was to physically secure the building against threats 

from weather and vandalism.  That meant boarding up the unsecured 

portions of the house, restoring electricity to the building, installing a 

security alarm system and closing off the road.  These have been done 

or in the process of being done. 

Save Historic Middlebury  
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Middleburyõs Founding Document  

The document below is a copy of the Petition to establish Middlebury as a separate town that 

was signed by Augustus Peck a past owner of the house on Nichols Road.   

 


